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bear Pearl r 

Your letter of the 20th ca T ie today* You’d been on ay mind lately because o^ the 
long eiience* 

You arc finally beginning to put it all together , as the kids say* 

leB f it could wake sense with another country substtt&ted for China, end one close 

to it only * 

Inhere are two things you say in it for the first time that could be relevant and 
are liM ting* : Joel* s placing the time of his meeting Vidal at about 1950 and his 1953 
visit to Taiwan# 

With no independent knowledge * I can buy the narcotics angles, separated from wha£ 
you v^re off on, the countries impossible because of their principles* 

how, in the 1950-3 period, the SEAsia narcotics business was in its infancy as 
regards the United States and in ( large quantities* I an no expert in these matters, but 
based on my lira ted knowledge. Id say the major US sources tlicn esel were near Kast 
Yia^l' -ance, When there was intrusion, or competition, new channels were set up* Tjjis 
at jSaji t im e involved Ai exico as a route or way station* The French connection was direct 
and largely through Canada* The Mexican con. section continued for some tine and 1 believe 
was active at the tiiae of Joel’s arrest* Together with eliminating China, I think we can 
eliminate India as a source* Jj y recollection is that while the Pakistanis wore in it f 
their stuff came through other countries, - production in Pakistan, refining in SEAeda* 

X think for your purposes, you can also eliminate Pakistan. 

'This leaves, aside from Taiwan, only what used to be french Indo-China, anu tlxat 
fits* It served intelligence interests for its hired hands to be unmolested, Indeed, 
helped, in tills rotten, business, and the CIa lielped many of the 81 Asia horse traders,, 
who wore also doing its bidding* In recent months this has been well documented* I've 
referred you to st;uidard, public sources* 

In upper Thailand this also involved ^hiang remanssts who are still there and have 
always been in horse. 

Going along with this I think you should keep Striso in mind, his admit ed anti- 
Gom.iUnis] if his olaimeo. ^hinese conuections, Ms allegations of CIA. connections, and 
,11 the rubbish he puled in your mind all pointing the opposite of the correct way. 

You slKmld be asking yourself why. And being careful! Hot just Striso.The others who 
gave you the same pushes in the wrong direction* As you think of these tilings, please 
try to keep in ioind that they obviously figured you for uninformed or had typical male 
superiority attitudes about women’s intelligence. Hither may help you figure more. 

Joel as part of this rottem trade can make sense, as it can make sense of the pinning 
of the bum rap on him, of the Vidal disappearance, of all of it* That uay or may not Liean 
CIA, , nd I encourage you to consider both possibilities, being severe with your own 
thinking on its having a direct involvement In the heroin sales other than as carrier 
in SEfksia or through native dealers# I really don&t think it would wants its bJ citizens 
mixed up in this rotten stuff* Ask yourself also if pretenses of intelligence involve- 
ment don t alio make a pretty good cover* As I recall some of the things you've tcld me 
or shown, there are others that are not reasonable, such as shipping rifles to Castro* 
lie had no such need. Especially not at a premium, without wliich there is no smug, ling profit* 
I'm making some pretty broad hints, but for the rest, do you own" thinking to decide whether 
or not these sugestiQiis are reasonable* 

Once your ideas take form, you might want to try them out on old man Velasques, who 
knows much, irjcluuinc what he has not told you. i 

The name Bobiq^ means nothing, but that is not true of Jobicjlt:* Can t remember how, 
but Hew Orleans pops into my head* 

If Joel were really the romantic type, in 1950 he could well have been in Vietnam 
or thereabouts clandestinely, for the then-new ClA, wliich began with the policy now familiar* 
You should understand that tills was everybody 1 s policy, including the military and tlie 
diplomats’* It was crasy* It included ho Chi A 4nh, who had been friendly to the US, Kao * 
and Chou, who wanted to be, etc. iind I tliink the, first mnftor activity was in haos, aside 
from the Julles/hixon line for the entire area, emeaber, Allan was CIA head when John was 
Secretary of dtate and °ohn was active there before he was Secretary of dtate*T _e lastthing 
that happened in Aorea before hostilities began was John’s going there* 
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place a m the orient JJaplaa and Vidal could have brt JS £ ? limt **» 

£s*s 2 ^'*^ 

“» SSaota L%f” “ 7 ^ on .tan* «*.. omild tav u «t. 

it uZn^ftTi^L^ ssssy*. 1 ?— thi '’ “““ *““ "”“* for 

over, including if you decide thsa Baking soJ^ajSs l0t3 ° f thin£E 

Hever jiTS, J w (appreciative) audience. Jake what might he Cortes 

ElE^E ^2 So'piss* 

S ™ ™T , t0 Lu * who for walls to climb ovTr Ze 

ny pictures he clipped wit ! ilut tell ^ tW ° W ® U f :s £njlce someone else retrieved some of 

- SS-TSS — * 

-- - s sjwsk 5 s STSirgaga^^L*!: sr r 

schedule work to coineidf* vn +h ^ ™ + +4 , . ,, u " 1 - jton * J ’ 1 kno^ in time 1 can 

oime 0 I'd rather do this thanlaLe the eSalrfwI Z?™* ^1° y ° U the fare the 

^ ’ “ “ “ W «“ «“ H*» opmttLw and 

wo do look 1 o.;^ward to seeing you* 
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